CHAPTER XVI.

THE EMPRESS OF INDIA'S GRAND
VIZIER

DISRAELI, on taking -office for the last time,
announced that his programme would be sanitas
sanitation, omnia sanitas. Years afterwards Robert
Lowe suggested that the original saying of Eccle-
siastes would have better described his performance.
In fact, the sanitary measures of the Conservative
Administration were limited to the Artisans'
Dwellings Act of 1875, the Alkali Act of 1874,
and the Pollution of Rivers Act of 1876. Of these
the first proposed to pull down what are called
rookeries, and to replace them by healthier habita-
tions. But the owners of the rookeries were to be
compensated on such a liberal scale as to make the
cost of demolishing them prohibitive. The other
two Acts, good as far as they went, seem to have
been somewhat restricted in their operation.1
"The Commons Act for preventing illegal in-
closures and securing open spaces for the people "
may also be mentioned in this connection for what
it is worth.2

Such squalid interests, however, could at no
time have engrossed much of the Hebrew
Premier's florid imagination. To exhibit England

1 Social England, vol. vi., p. 616.
a Kebbel, History of Toryism, p. 369.
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